
Homily Notes for Sunday, July 4, 2021 - 14th  O. T.  2021    
Readings:  Ez 2:2-5; II Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6 

 

I. From the Readings, we should expect opposition and persecution 
 for representing God’s values. 

 

1. The first reading describes Ezekiel’s call from God to be a prophet. Yahweh warns Ezekiel that he is 
being sent to obstinate and rebellious Israelites in exile in Babylon. Hence, as God’s prophet, if he 
communicates the Word of the Lord to them, he will have to face rejection and persecution. Ezekiel is 
warned a couple of times of his responsibility to be as a Watchman to the people.  See Ez 3:17-21 & 
33:1-9. St Paul takes up this same responsibility in Acts 18:6 and Acts 20:26-35. This reading warns us 
that, as Christians who accept the Way of Jesus and seek to follow it, we also may face indifference, 
hostility, contempt, scorn, weakness, hardship, persecution, insults, and rejection. This reading also 
warns leaders of their responsibility to warn others of possible sins. This should guide you in what you 
expect your priest, deacon, and teachers to say.  

2. In the second reading, St. Paul again warns us from his own experience, that not only prophets, but 
apostles and missionaries will encounter hardships and rejection in their preaching mission (v.10). Paul 
confesses that God has given him a share in Christ’s suffering – a chronic illness which causes physical 
suffering -- a "thorn in the flesh," -- so that he might rely solely on God’s grace in all his work.  The 
apostle invites us to rise above our own weaknesses and disabilities, proclaiming His message by word 
and example as he did.   

3. Today's Gospel passage shows us that many people of Jesus' hometown of Nazareth did not accept 
him as a prophet because they were too familiar with him and his family. Furthermore, they were angry 
when Jesus chided them for their lack of faith. He then left them, to carry out his ministry to those who 
would receive it and believe.  
 

II. Today, being the 4th of July in the United States, it would be appropriate for me to remind us of 
the values and the history of the founding of this great country.                                                            

Do we know the basics? 

4. Recently on YouTube a political activist took it upon himself to have some fun interviewing some 
beachgoers in California and asking them what the Fourth of July is all about. He asked one young 
person to name the country that we broke away from in 1976!   She said she really didn’t know but, 
with a little prodding, she said she thought it was China.   Then she added, “I really did know that!” 

5. He asked another person, “I want to talk to you about the Chinese revolutionary war.   When we 
signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and broke away from China, what year was the 
Declaration of Independence signed?”   She hemmed and hawed and said she thought it was in 
eighteen hundred and something.”   Then she took off as fast as she could.  On another occasion, he 
referred to our having declared independence from Mexico, which the listener did not dispute.   
Some others had no idea of when the Declaration of Independence was signed.   When asked one 
person this, they thought it was sometime in November.   I think you get the picture. When was it?  

6. It is of great importance to know that this country was founded on strong biblical values. Our 
founding fathers knew that a country with our freedoms could not exist without the Christian moral 
character being stamped into the minds and souls of its citizens. One of the first actions of our 
Continental Congress was to authorize the printing of Bibles for the general population. In our public 
schools, up into the 20th Century, the Bible was taught, with all its moral values. 

III.  This morning let’s look at one most basic Christian value, freedom,                                             
and see how our faith defines it. 



7. A value that is very central to our thought but not clearly understood is that of “freedom.” It 
seems to me that the contemporary American ideal of freedom can be described as being that of self-
expression or self-determination.   From this perspective, to be free means that I am the captain of my 
ship or my life.   I am going to do whatever I want to do, and nobody can tell me what to do. I set my 
own agenda.   I determine what is good or evil.    This attitude is reflected in such statements as, "You 
have your truth and I have mine.”  

8. Now this understanding of freedom runs counter to the biblical and Catholic sensibility about 
freedom as a surrendering to God and thereby being free to obey Him. From this biblical or 
Catholic perspective, we are truly free when we surrender our will, our intellect, our emotions, 
and our physical strength to God, for then we are free to serve his purposes. The irony is that in 
surrendering to God, we become free to fulfill our destiny and to become more fully ourselves. Look 
at Romans 6:15-23. St. Paul is basically saying that if we are slaves to sin, we are not free to do the 
good. If we are slaves of Christ, then we are free to do the good and not evil. Is this accurate? Is it 
really a question of obedience or slavery to God or the Devil?  

9. That is what St. Paul was getting at on the spiritual level when, on the one hand, he says, “It is 
for freedom that Christ has set you free,” and then, on the other hand, he identifies himself to the 
Christians in Rome as, “Paul, a slave of Jesus Christ.”    St. Paul would never say, “It’s my life and I 
will do with it what I want.”   Paul and all of the great saints never declared their independence from 
God.   Neither should we as good Catholics and as good Americans (see Gal 2:20). 

10. A Prayer For Our Country  

Lord God and Heavenly King, You alone are the Lord of the earth and King of the universe, and You 
alone can revive and restore the United States Of America and bring us back under Your own 
Sovereign rule. 

Give our President, together with his advisors and the whole of his administration, the wisdom and 
grace to turn from the ungodly path that they are following, and may they set this nation back on the 
path of trusting in God. 

Motivate all our congressmen to strive for integrity and wisdom in all the choices and decisions they 
make; and may those that are entrusted as judges and lawmakers, likewise, act in righteousness, 
impartiality and integrity as they work for the benefit of all people, to the honor of Your holy name. 

Heavenly King, we place our nation at your feet, and pray that we may once again serve You as a 
nation. May Your will be done in the once greatest nation of the world, the United States of America. 

The two questions:  

What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 

What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God wants? 

To be aware of the costs of running our church, the first offering covers such things as staff, utilities, and 
ordinary programs. 
 Priest salary: $3,150. Rectory and Priest transportation: $800: Electricity in summer $600 – $800 month,  

other utilities Insurance and other costs to Diocese. $2,000.  The Stewardship program $2,000/mo. 
 

Since the time of COVID our income has not grown much, and costs have gone up. It is important for every 
member family of the Parish to be faithful in the first offering. Suggestions: 1st – make a decision of how much 
to give. 2nd Use the offering envelope regularly. 3rd - Put in every week an amount equal to your first hour of 
work. 4th – biblical model – percentage giving, calculate 5% of your income and give it to church. This matter 
of giving to the Jesus’s Church is profoundly spiritual. 
 


